
ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
May 7, 2017 at Eleven o’clock 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
Everyone is welcome at West End!  We seek to be the loving light of Christ in Nashville 
and beyond. We gather as the people of God with a wide range of religious backgrounds, 
education levels, political and theological perspectives, and we value that diversity. We 

welcome and celebrate the gifts God has given to all without regard to gender, race, 
sexual orientation, economic or family status, ethnicity, or mental or physical ability. 

We believe God loves everyone unconditionally! 
 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

 Voluntary..................................................................................François Couperin 
Cromorne en taille from Mass for the Convents 

 
 Welcome ................................................................................... Michael Williams 

Please take a moment to record your attendance in the registration pad found near 
the center aisle, pass it to your neighbor, and then pass the pad back to the center. 

First-time guests are encouraged to list your address and telephone number or  
e-mail address so we may share additional information about our church with you. 

 
 Introit: Good Christians All Rejoice and Sing ......................... Gelobt Sei Gott 

 Good Christians all rejoice and sing!  Now is the triumph of our King, 
  to all the world glad news we bring.  Alleluia! 
 

† Processional Hymn No. 147 ................................................................ Royal Oak 
All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 
† Greeting…………………………………………………………….Nancy Parker 
  Liturgist:    We gather together in the presence of our Shepherd God, 
  People: the Good Shepherd, who calls us each by name, 

  Liturgist: who restores our souls, 
  People: who leads us in the way of righteousness, 

  Liturgist: and whose goodness and love never stop pursuing us. 
  People:       This is the God we have come to worship! 

 
† Call to Confession   
  
† Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
  Merciful God, we confess  
   that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
  We have failed to be an obedient church. 
  We have not done your will,  
   we have broken your law,  
   we have rebelled against your love,  
   we have not loved our neighbors,  
   and we have not heard the cry of the needy.   
  Forgive us, we pray.   
  Free us for joyful obedience,  
   through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

† Words of Assurance 
  Liturgist: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet          
    sinners; that proves God's love toward us. In the name of 
                 Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 
  People:  In the name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven!   
    Glory to God. Amen. 
 

† Passing of the Peace 
  Liturgist: As a forgiven and reconciled people,  
    let us exchange signs of reconciliation and love.    
    The peace of Christ be with you.  
  People:  And also with you. 
 

(You are invited to pass the peace of Christ to those around you.) 
 

† An Act of Praise 
        Antiphon (Choir and Congregation) 
  

 
      

  Choir: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,  
   we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
  All: (Antiphon) 

  Choir: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
  All: (Antiphon) 
  Choir: You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. 
  All: (Antiphon) 

  Choir: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord.   
   You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ. 
  All: (Antiphon) 

  Choir: With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  All: (Antiphon) 
 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
 

 Prayer for Illumination 
  Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
  that as the Scriptures are read and the Word proclaimed, 
  we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen. 
 

      Lesson from the Gospel: John 10:1-16 .......................... (pew Bible, pages 872) 
 

 Response to the Lesson 
  Liturgist: The Word of God for the people of God. 
  People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
     Communion Meditation: The Good Shepherd………….….Michael Williams 
 
 Joys & Concerns of the Church .............................................. Emily C. Robbins 
 
 The Offering 
 
  

 Offertory: O Jesus King Most Wonderful .............................. Christopher Tye 
  O Jesus King most wonderful, Thou conqueror renowned,  
  Thou sweetness most ineffable, in whom all joys found! 
  May every heart confess Thy name and ever Thee adore,  
  and seeking Thee itself inflame to seek Thee more and more! 
  Thee may our tongues forever bless, Thee may we love alone,  
  and ever in our lives confess the image of Thine own.  
  (12th century prayer, trans. Edward Caswell) 
 
† Presentation of the Offering and the Elements 
 
† Doxology ......................................................................................................No. 95 
  
† Thanksgiving 
  Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 

  Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
  People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
† Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving 
 
† Sanctus and Benedictus (Choir and Congregation) 
 

 
 
 Prayer of Remembrance 
 
 People:      

 
   
 Prayer of Consecration 
 
 People:  

 
 
  
 



 The Lord's Prayer (in unison) 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
  Amen. 

  

 The Breaking of Bread and Taking of the Cup 
  After the anthem, the congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the  
  following hymns during communion: 616, 636, 144, & 613. 
 

† Prayer after Receiving 
  Celebrant: You have given yourself to us, Lord. 
  People:  Now we give ourselves for others. 

  Celebrant: Your love has made us a new people; 
  People:  as a people of love we will serve you with joy. 

  Celebrant: Your glory has filled our hearts; 
  People:  help us to glorify you in all things.  Amen. 

 
SENDING FORTH 

 
† Recessional Hymn No. 475:  Come Down, O Love Divine.....Down Ampney 

 

† Dismissal with Blessing 
  Celebrant: Go forth in peace. 
    The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
    and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  People:  Amen. 
   

† Benediction Response (all sing): Alleluia, Alleluia Give Thanks……No. 162 
  Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia,  
  give praise to his name. 
  

 Voluntary: Toccata on Rathbun..............................................David Cherwien  
The postlude is the final Alleluia of our worship. 

All are invited to remain for a time of joyful prayer. 
 

† The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

The service music printed in the order of worship is by Sally Ahner ©1983. 
Used with permission 
 

Head Usher: Barbara Cragg 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God,  
in honor of the wedding of Rachel Lowe and Christopher Host, 

and in memory of Dr. & Mrs. Oaklus Luton and Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Adams Jr. 
 

The rose on the altar is to celebrate the birth of  
Leo Domenico Bogni, born April 14, 2017 

to parents Sarah Kristen and Marco Carlo Bogni, 
and big brother Luca Antonio Bogni. 

Music Participants:  The Chancel Choir.  Associate Andrew Risinger is 
organist/accompanist.  Caitlin Dowling is assisting at the organ and 
conducting this morning. 
 
Hymnic Notes: The processional is an exposition of the article "Maker of 
heaven and earth" in the "Apostles' Creed" (hymnal, 881), and one of three 
hymns the author wrote on the creed to make it interesting and intelligible to 
children.  The practice of Methodists singing hymns at the giving of the bread 
and cup began with John Wesley, Anglican missionary priest in charge of what 
is now Christ Church, Savanah, GA. It resulted in one of 10 Grand Jury charges 
filed against him for liturgical practices and other actions contrary to church 
law: ‘introducing into the church and service at the altar [Holy Eucharist] 
compositions of Psalms and Hymns not inspected or authorized by any proper 
judicature.’  (Hymnic notes by Carlton Young) 
 
The texts used in today's Communion service are used in many Christian 
traditions. They help us to see our relationship to those around us as an 
expression of our relationship to God. This is best expressed as we confess our 
sins, are assured of God's forgiveness, and then express that forgiveness with 
those around us in the "Passing of the Peace." The Peace is an act of 
reconciliation and blessing, based on New Testament Christian practice. When 
we are reminded of God's love and mercy, our response is to share that gift 
with others. United in this forgiveness, we come to the table as a forgiven and 
reconciled community in love and charity with each other. 
 
 

May 7, 2017 
Preaching: Michael Williams  

“The Good Shepherd” 
 

John 10:1-16 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not 
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did 
not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 
are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 
Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.“I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The 
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I 
am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them 
also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 
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