
ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
May 28, 2017 at Eight Forty-five 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Ascension Sunday 

 
Everyone is welcome at West End!  We seek to be the loving light of Christ in Nashville 
and beyond. We gather as the people of God with a wide range of religious backgrounds, 

education levels, political and theological perspectives, and we value that diversity.  
We welcome and celebrate the gifts God has given to all without regard to gender, race, 
sexual orientation, economic or family status, ethnicity, or mental or physical ability. 

We believe God loves everyone unconditionally! 
 
 

GATHERING 
 
 

 Voluntary: Prélude Modal……………………....…....……...........Jean Langlais 
 

 Welcome.....................................................................................Michael Williams 
 

 Introit: Lord, Jesus Christ……………………………………….17th c. German 
 

† Processional Hymn No. 158…………………………………….Spanish Hymn 
Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

 

† Greeting................................................................................................Chris Allen 
 Liturgist: Clap your hands! Shout for joy! 
 People: Our Lord reigns on the throne of glory! 

 Liturgist: We open our hearts to the ascended Lord,  
  who sits on the throne of glory! 
 People:  May God’s name be ever on our lips. 

 Leader:  Jesus has entrusted the ministry of God’s love to us. 
 People:  Let’s make our hearts ready with prayer and praise! 
 

 Call to Confession   
  

 Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
    O Lord, we have not lived our lives as kingdom people. 
 We place our crowns on hopelessness, fear, and selfishness. 
 We are ruled by our schedules and our need for control. 
 We forget that your kingdom draws near to us on earth,  
  as it is in heaven. 
 Forgive us, we pray. 
 Come, Lord, and open in us the gates of your kingdom. Amen.  
  

 Silent Confession 
  

 Words of Assurance  
 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
 

 Prayer for Illumination (in unison) 
  Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
  that as the Scriptures are read and the Word proclaimed, 
  we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen. 
  

 A lesson from the Acts of the Apostles: Acts 1:1-11......(pew Bible, page 884) 

       
 Response to the Lesson 
         Liturgist:           The Word of God for the people of God. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

† Gloria Patri ................................................................................................... No. 71 
  The children are invited to come forward during the singing 

of the Gloria Patri to join Michael at the chancel. 
 

   Glory be to the Father  
       and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
       as it was in the beginning, 
       is now, and ever shall be, 
       world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated.)  
 

 Sermon: Present in the Waiting……………………………..Michael Williams 
 
† Affirmation from Romans 8:35, 37-39………………………………….No. 887 
 
†    Passing of the Peace 
            Liturgist: As a forgiven and reconciled people, 
                                    let us exchange signs of reconciliation and love.   
                                     The peace of Christ be with you. 
            People:              And also with you. 

 
(You are invited to pass the peace of Christ to those around you.) 

 
 Joys & Concerns of the Church ........................................................ Lisa Gwock 
 
 Salutation   
  Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 
  People:  And also with you. 

  Liturgist: Let us pray. 
 
 Prayers of the People 
 
 The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
 Amen. 

  
 Offertory:  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies…….T. Frederick H. Candlyn 

 

 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only light, 
 Sun of righteousness, arise, triumph o'er the shades of night; 
 Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar in my heart appear. 
 Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; 
 Joyless is the day's return, till thy mercy's beams I see; 
 Till they inward light impart, cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 
 Visit then this soul of mine; pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
 Fill me, radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief; more and more 
 Thyself display, shining to the perfect day. (Charles Wesley, 1740) 

 
 
                                                         

† Doxology ...................................................................................................... No. 94 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise God, all creatures here below: 
   Alleluia! Alleluia! 
   Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
   Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
   Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 The Sacrament of Baptism 
         
 Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith 

   

      Liturgist:   Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life 
          and include these persons now before you in your care? 
 

      People:            With God’s help we will proclaim the good news 
          and live according to the example of Christ.   
          We will surround these persons with a community  
          of love and forgiveness, that they may grow  
          in their service to others.  We will pray for them that  
          they may be true disciples who walk in the way 
                      that leads to life. 
      

 Thanksgiving Over the Water 
 
 Reception of New Members 

  

           Liturgist:         Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
                                    these persons are now entrusted to your love and care.  
                                    Do all in your power to increase their faith,  
                                    confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.  
           People:            We give thanks for all that God has already given you, 
                                    and we welcome you in Christian love.  As members 
                                    together with you in the body of Christ and in this 
                                    congregation of The United Methodist Church, we  
                                    renew our covenant to participate faithfully in the 
                                    ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence,  
                                    our gifts, our service, and our witness, that in everything 
                        God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 

 

† Recessional Hymn No. 157:  Jesus Shall Reign...............................Duke Street 
 

† Benediction 
 
† Benediction Response: Grant Us, O God ……………………...Thomas Tallis 
 

 Voluntary……………………………………………………Felix Mendelssohn 
Allegro Maestoso from Sonata IV in B-flat Major 

The postlude is the final Alleluia of our worship.   
All are invited to remain for a time of joyful prayer.   

 

†   The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

Head Ushers: John Nance and Byron Burrus 
 
 
 



The altar flowers are given today to the glory of God and in honor of their 
mother, Jane Lawrence Stone, on her 94th birthday by her children, Ellen Bland, 

Janie Stone and Mimi Milward, and Mac Stone. 
 

The rose on the Communion Table is to celebrate the birth of  
Millie Kate Hollett born on May 19 to Emily and Travis Hollett.  

She is also welcomed by big sisters, Grayson and Sarah Scott Hollett. 
 

Music Participants:  The Sanctuary Choir.  Associate Minister of Music, 
Andrew Risinger is directing.  Caitlin Dowling is assisting at the organ.     
 
Today we bid farewell to Caitlin Dowling.  Caitlin has been our music intern 
for the past two years and has accepted a position of Associate Director of 
Music/Principal Organist at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in downtown  
Atlanta, GA.  We are extremely grateful for all Caitlin has done here at West 
End.  As she moves to her new position we wish her well and will keep her  
in our prayers. 
 

Hymnic Notes:  The processional, originally published as a children’s hymn 
that began, “Come, children, join to sing,” has since become a favorite of all 
ages.  In early 19th century usage, the line, “to us he’ll condescend” did not 
connote “to patronize,” as it does now, but affirmed that Christ humbled 
himself to be our guide and friend.  

 

The recessional, Isaac Watts’ Christianization of Psalm 72:8-17, was adopted 
as one of many 19th century mission hymns that proclaimed an era when  
‘Jesus shall reign.’ (Hymnic Notes by Carlton Young) 

 
 

May 28, 2017 
Preaching: Michael Williams 

“Present in the Waiting” 
 

Acts 1:1-11 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 
from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.”  So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is 
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, 
“It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 
you saw him go into heaven.” 
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To reach a member of the staff by email, 
use their first initial with their last name at westendumc.org 

except for Bob Hilton, Don Marler, and Ewart Watts. 
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