
150th Anniversary Hymn Festival
October 15, 2023 at four o’clock
DR. ANTON ARMSTRONG, CONDUCTOR



PRELUDE

 Royal Brass Music .............................................................................. Nicholas Guy 

 Sonata de Chiesa .......................................................................... Charles Callahan
 1. Invocation
 2. Kyrie Eleison
 3. Rondeau

 The Rejoicing
 
 Sonata pian’e forte ......................................................................Giovanni Gabrieli

 WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP

 Welcome......................................................................Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon 

† Call to Worship
  One:  Praise the Lord!
  All:   Praise God in his sanctuary. Praise God in his 
	 	 	 	 mighty	firmament!
  One:   Praise God for his mighty deeds. Praise God for his loving 
    kindness. 
  All:   Praise God with trumpet sounds. Praise God with 
	 	 	 	 timbrel	and	dance!
  One & All:  Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!

† Hymn: God Is Here ............................................................................Abbot’s Leigh
  arr. Ferguson

See Music and Lyrics on page 2

 Opening Prayer ................................................................ Rev. Dr. Stephen Handy



GOD IS HERE  A Lesson from the Old Testament ................................... Rev. Dr. Stephen Handy
  1 Kings 8:22-24, 27-30
   Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all 
   the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands to heaven. He said, 
   “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on 
   earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who 
   walk before you with all their heart, the covenant that you kept for your 
   servant my father David as you declared to him; you promised with your 
	 	 	 mouth	and	have	this	day	fulfilled	with	your	hand.

   “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest 
   heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built! Have 
   regard to your servant’s prayer and his plea, O LORD my God, heeding 
   the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; that your 
   eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you 
   said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your 
   servant prays toward this place. Hear the plea of your servant and of your 
   people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your 
   dwelling-place; heed and forgive.”

 Anthem: O How Amiable ................................................ Ralph Vaughan Williams
  O how amiable are thy dwellings: thou Lord of hosts!  
  My soul hath a desire and longing to enter 
  into the courts of the Lord: 
	 	 my	heart	and	my	flesh	rejoice	in	the	living	God.		
  Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, 
  and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young: 
  even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.  
  Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: 
  they will be alway praising thee.  
  The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us: 
  prosper thou the work of our hands upon us.  
  O prosper thou our handywork.  
  O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
  our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.  
   (from Psalms 84 & 90)



 A Lesson from the Old Testament .................................... Rev. Dr. Yolanda Pierce
  Jeremiah 31:31-34
   The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
   covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 
   like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
   hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
   though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I 
   will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
   my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
   God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, 
   or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 
   least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
   and remember their sin no more.

† Hymn: When the Morning Stars Together ....................................Weisse Flaggen
 arr. Ferguson

See Music and Lyrics on page 5

 Anthem: God of Life (from The Seasons) ............................................ F. J. Haydn
   God of Life! God of Might! Merciful God! 
   Honor, laud, and praise to you, 
	 	 	 infinite,	merciful	God,	almighty	God!

 A Lesson from the Gospel .................................................... Rev. Dr. Chris Donald
  Matthew 7:24-27
   “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be 
	 	 	 like	a	wise	man	who	built	his	house	on	rock.	The	rain	fell,	the	floods	came,	
   and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had 
   been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
   does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
	 	 	 The	rain	fell,	and	the	floods	came,	and	the	winds	blew	and	beat	against	that	
   house, and it fell—and great was its fall!”

WHEN THE MORNING STARS TOGETHER



†	Hymn:	When	in	Our	Music	God	is	Glorified .......................................... Engleberg
    arr. Ferguson

Verse 1
When	in	our	music	God	is	glorified,

and adoration leaves no room for pride,
it is as though the whole creation cried

Alleluia!

Verses 3 and 4: Choir Alone

Verse 5
Let	every	instrument	be	tuned	for	praise!
Let	all	rejoice	who	have	a	voice	to	raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always

Alleluia!

 Anthem: With What Shall I Come? ......................................... Rosephanye Powell
   With what shall I come before the Lord 
   and bow myself to God on high? 
	 	 	 Shall	I	come	with	burnt	offerings,	
   with calves a year old? 
	 	 	 Give	my	first	born	for	my	transgression,	
   fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  
   God has told you, O mortal. 
   God has told you what is good; 
   to do justice, love kindness, 
   to walk humbly with your God. 
   With justice I come before the Lord. 
   With kindness I come before the Lord. 
   With love shall I come. With these shall I come. 
    (adapted from Micah 6:6-8)

Denise Baker, violin

 A Lesson from the New Testament ............................ Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon
  Revelation 21:1-7
	 	 	 Then	I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth;	for	the	first	heaven	and	the	first	
   earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, 
   the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
   bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
   saying,

  “‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
   He will dwell with them;
   they will be his peoples,
   and God himself will be with them;
   he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
   Death will be no more;
   mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
	 	 	 for	the	first	things	have	passed	away.”
 
   And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
   new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
   Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
   beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
   spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I 
   will be their God and they will be my children.”

† Hymn: Holy God, We Praise Thy Name ............................................. Grosser Gott
 arr. Ferguson

Verses 1-3: Choir Alone

Verse 4
Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit:

three we name thee, though in essence only one;
undivided God we claim thee, 

and adoring bend the knee
while we own the mystery.

 



 Anthem: How Great Thou Art .......................................................arr. Dan Forrest
 O Lord my God! How great Thou art! 
 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
 consider all the worlds Thy hands have made; 
 I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
 Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
 how great Thou art, how great Thou art. 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
 how great Thou art, how great Thou art.
 
 When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
 and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
 When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
 and hear the brook and fell the gentle breeze.
 And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
 sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
 That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
 He bled and died to take away my sin.
 
 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
	 and	take	me	home,	what	joy	shall	fill	my	heart!
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
 and there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!” 
 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
	 and	take	me	home,	what	joy	shall	fill	my	heart!
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
 and there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!”

 Anthem: Amazing Grace .......................................................arr. Keith McCutchen 
 
 Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound
 that saved a wretch like me!
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see.

 Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
 I have already come;
 ‘tis grace hath brough me safe thus far,
 and grace will lead me home.
 
 When we’ve been there ten thousand years
 bright shining as the sun,
 we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
	 than	when	we’d	first	begun.
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† Hymn: O God Our Help In Ages Past ........................................................St. Anne
  arr. Ferguson

 Benediction ................................................................. Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon

 Postlude: Hornpipe (from Water Music) ........................................... G. F. Handel 

†  The congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit.
 All music reprinted with permission. onelicense.net #718007



About	Dr.	Anton	Armstrong,	Conductor

The 2023-24 season is Anton Armstrong’s 34th year as Conductor of the St. Olaf 
Choir, marking him as the longest tenured conductor in the ensemble’s storied 
112 year history. He is the Harry R. and Thora H. Tosdal Professor of Music at St. 
Olaf College, becoming the fourth conductor of the St. Olaf Choir in 1990 after ten 
years in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he served on the faculty of Calvin Uni-
versity and led the Calvin Alumni Choir, Calvin Campus Choir, the Grand Rap-
ids Symphony Chorus and the St. Cecilia Youth Chorale.  He is a graduate of St. 
Olaf College and earned advanced degrees at the University of Illinois (MM) and 
Michigan State University (DMA). He is editor of a multicultural choral series 
for Earthsongs Publications and co-editor (with John Ferguson) of the revised 
St. Olaf Choral Series for Augsburg Fortress Publishers. In June 1998, he began 
his tenure as founding conductor of the Oregon Bach Festival Stangeland Family 
Youth Choral Academy. Dr. Armstrong currently serves as Chair of the National 
Board of Chorus America and has returned to serve on the National Board of The 
Choristers Guild.

During the 2023-24 season  Anton Armstrong will lead choral festivals at Carne-
gie Hall, New York, NY and Schermerhorn Symphony Center, Nashville, TN. He 
will also serve as a guest lecturer and clinician at the University of Illinois, Duke 
University and Baylor University. In October 2023, he will return as President of 
the Jury of the Busan International Choral Festival in Busan, South Korea. Ad-
ditional guest conducting appearances will take place in Charlotte, NC, Santa Fe, 
NM,	and	Manassas,	VA.	In	June	2024	he	will	lead	the	St.	Olaf	Choir	on	their	first	
tour to South Africa.

Dr. Armstrong has frequently conducted ensembles and appeared before re-
gional, national and international gatherings of the American Choral Directors 
Association, International Federation of Choral Music, National Association for 
Music Education, Choristers Guild, American Guild of Organists, Association of 
Lutheran Church Musicians, Organization of American Kodaly Educators and the 
Orff-Schulwerk	Association.	In	recent	years	he	has	guest	conducted	such	noted	
ensembles as the Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra at Temple Square, the Utah 
Symphony and Symphony Chorus, the Utah Voices and Salt Lake City Symphony,  
the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, the Westminster Choir, the American Boychoir,  
The Houston Chamber Choir, The Vocal Arts Ensemble of Cincinnati, The Phoe-
nix Chorale, Indonesia Youth Choir, and the Ansan City Choir, South Korea. He 
has also collaborated in concert with Bobby McFerrin and Garrison Keillor.   

Liturgists

Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon, Senior Pastor at West End United Methodist Church
Rev. Dr. Stephen Handy, Senior Pastor at McKendree United Methodist Church

Rev. Dr. Yolanda Pierce, Dean of Vanderbilt Divinity School
Rev. Dr. Chris Donald, Vanderbilt University Chaplain

Musical Leadership and Assistance

 Dr. Anton Armstrong, conductor
Dr. Matthew Phelps, Minister of Music, pianist

Andrew Risinger, Associate Minster of Music, organist
Nico Zavala, Music Intern

Brass Ensemble
Jeff	Bailey,	trumpet

Joel Treybig, trumpet
Josh Scalf, trombone

Evan Clifton, trombone

Lenten Recitals
Thursdays in Lent beginning February 15th

12:00 PM, light lunch follows

Carol Crowell Memorial Organ Recital 
January 28, 2024

4:00 PM
Amanda Rene Mole, organist

Annual Candlelighting Service
December 10, 2023 

5:30 PM
Chancel Choir, Sanctuary Choir

Children’s and Youth Choirs, Handbell Choirs

Vocal Arts Nashville
October 29, 2023 

4:00 PM
Tom Lerew, conductor

Upcoming Events
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