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GATHERING 
 
 Voluntary: Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 659 ........................... J.S. Bach 

 
 Welcome ............................................................................... Carol Cavin-Dillon 
 
 Introit: Creator of the Stars of Night .................................................. Plainsong 
   Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light. 
   O Christ redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call.  
   Amen. 
    

† Hymn No. 209: Blessed Be the God of Israel .............................. Merle’s Tune 
 
† Call to Worship .................................................................................. Erin Racine  
 Liturgist:  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! 
 People:     God has set the power of salvation in the center of our lives! 
 Liturgist:  God has remembered promises of the past. 

 People:     God has shown mercy, that we might worship without fear. 

 Liturgist:  God’s deep compassion bears a thrill of hope! 
 People:     Let us worship the One who guides us in the way of peace! 
 
     Lighting the Advent Candle........................................West End College Students  
   

  Lesson from Malachi 3:1-4 
 

  Congregational Response…………………...People Look East, vs. 2 
         Furrows be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted  
         here. Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the  
          flower may flourish. People look East and sing today: Love, the  
         rose, is on the way. 

 
 Call to Confession 

   
 Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
 Merciful God, we confess  
  that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
 We have failed to be an obedient church. 
 We have not done your will,  
  we have broken your law,  
  we have rebelled against your love,  
  we have not loved our neighbors,  
  and we have not heard the cry of the needy.   
 Forgive us, we pray.   
 Free us for joyful obedience,  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  

 Silent Confession 
  

 Words of Assurance 
  Liturgist:  Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet          
                    sinners; that proves God's love toward us. In the name of 
                     Jesus Christ you are forgiven! 
  People:    In the name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven!   
  All:          Glory to God. Amen. 
 
†   Passing of the Peace 
       Liturgist:  As a forgiven and reconciled people, 
                         we will now exchange signs of reconciliation and love.   
                         The peace of Christ be with you. 
       People:     And also with you. 

† An Act of Praise 
       Antiphon  

  Choir: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,  
   we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
  All: (Antiphon) 

  Choir: Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
   you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
  All: (Antiphon) 
  Choir: You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. 
  All: (Antiphon) 

  Choir: For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord.   
   You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ. 
  All: (Antiphon) 

  Choir: With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  All: (Antiphon) 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

     Prayer for Illumination (in unison) ................................................... Bill Norton 
 Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
 that as the Scriptures are read and the Word proclaimed, we may  
 hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 

 

 Lesson from the Gospel: Luke 1:68-79 
 

 Response to the Lesson    
  Liturgist:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
  People:     Thanks be to God. 
 

 Children’s Moment 
 

 Communion Meditation: God’s Tender Mercy ............... Carol Cavin-Dillon 
 

†    Affirmation of Faith: ............................................................................... No. 883 
A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada 

 

 Joys & Concerns of the Church ......................................... Stacey Harwell-Dye 
 

 The Offering 
 

 Offertory Anthem: ........................................................................... G.F. Handel 
And the Glory of the Lord (from Messiah) 

 

      And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh see it together. 
           For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Is. 40:5) 
 

† Doxology……………………………………………………………………..No. 94 
   Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise God, all creatures here below; 
   Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
   Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

† Thanksgiving 
  Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
  People:       And also with you. 

  Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
  People:       We lift them up to the Lord. 

  Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People:       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



† Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving 
 
† Sanctus and Benedictus  

 
  
 Prayer of Remembrance 
 People:      

 
   
 Prayer of Consecration 
 People:  

 
 
 The Lord's Prayer (in unison) 
  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of Bread and Taking of the Cup 
The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the following hymns 
during communion: 214, 730, and 216. 

 
     Prayer after Receiving 
 Celebrant:  You have given yourself to us, Lord. 
 People:        Now we give ourselves for others.   

Celebrant:  Your love has made us a new people; 
 People:        as a people of love we will serve you with joy. 
 Celebrant:  Your glory has filled our hearts; 
 People:        help us to glorify you in all things.  Amen. 
 

SENDING FORTH 

 
† Closing Hymn No. 196: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ............... Hyfrydol 
 
† Benediction 

† Benediction Response: O Come, O Come Emmanuel (refrain, all sing) 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 Voluntary: Gigue on People Look East ................................ Franklin Ashdown 
 

The postlude is the final Alleluia of our worship. 
All are invited to remain for a time of joyful prayer.   

 

†   The congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit. 
 

+++ 
 

The altar flowers are given today to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Jane and Chase Delony, Frances Delony, Patty Chadwell, Lillian and Robert 

Chadwell, and Ellen and James Hofstead by Patty Delony. 

 
Everyone is welcome at West End!  We seek to be the loving light of Christ in Nashville 
and beyond. We gather as the people of God with a wide range of religious backgrounds, 
education levels, political and theological perspectives, and we value that diversity. We 
welcome and celebrate the gifts God has given to all without regard to gender identity, 

race, sexual orientation, economic or family status, ethnicity, or mental or physical 
ability. We believe God loves everyone unconditionally! 

 
The service music printed in the order of worship is by Sally Ahner ©1983. Used 
with permission. 
 
Liturgy written by Erin Racine. 
 
Cover Art: “The Shepherds” by John A. Swanson. 
 
Music Participants: The Chancel Choir. Matthew Phelps is organist-director. 
Andrew Risinger is organist. 
 
All members of the Chancel Choir participating in today’s service have been 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 
 
Today’s Music: Wesley’s original text for “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
consisted of two stanzas of eight lines each. In some hymnals, where the tune 
STUTTGART is used, those two verses are broken into four verses of four lines. 
Our hymnal maintains Wesley’s original design. The text is almost exactly the 
same in every hymnal that includes this hymn. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AS YOU JOIN US IN COMMUNION 

This Sunday, we are pleased to offer the option to receive communion at the 
altar rail. If you choose to be served at the rail, you will receive the elements by 
hand from volunteer servers. As you are directed, please make your way to the 
communion rail by way of the center aisle. Kneel, remove one side of your mask, 
and open your hands. You will be given a small piece of bread and then a small 
cup of juice. After you have received, place your empty cup on the communion 
rail and secure your mask. You may stay kneeling for prayer as long as you 
wish, and then return to your seat by way of the outside aisle. 
 

If you are not comfortable receiving communion elements at the rail or simply 
prefer to receive in your seat, pastors will bring elements to you. Those served in 
their seats will receive prepackaged communion wafers and cups. As you see the 
pastors pass by, simply raise your hand or catch their eye so they know you 
need to be served. After you have received, you may discard your cups in the 
small plastic bins at the end of each pew.  ALL of our elements, both served at 
the rail and served in the pews, are gluten free.  
 

HANDEL'S MESSIAH PART 1 // Sunday, December 5 // 4:30 p.m. 
Our Chancel Choir, Sanctuary Choir, and orchestra will kick-off the Christmas 
season with a performance of Handel’s classic telling of the Christmas story. Join 
the choirs and orchestra, in person or livestream, for their first concert since the 
beginning of the pandemic. 
 

GENEROSITY: A MARK OF DISCIPLESHIP 
November 14 was our annual "Turn It In Sunday." If you have not yet turned in 
your estimate of giving for 2022,  cards are in the back of each pew, or you can 
share your estimate online at westendumc.org/estimatenow. Your estimate helps 
plan our ministry goals and budget for 2022. 
 

ADVENT MISSIONS MARKETS 
This week's Mission Market vendor is Harvest Hands. They sell wonderful 
coffees and soaps, made in house by local teenagers learning business skills and 
the art of roasting coffee and creating handcrafted body products. If you can't 
make it to their table today but still want to support them, buy their products 
online: https://humphreysstreet.com/shop-all-products/ They also have a 
retail location at 424 Humphreys Street (Humphrey Street Coffee). Also outside 
are products from artisans in Guatemala that our mission team picked up this 
past year. 
  

ALL THINGS ADVENT 
Visit westendumc.org/advent to find out about everything happening during the 
Advent season at West End this year.  
 

GET THE LATEST NEWS 
Find the latest news and events on our website at westendumc.org/thelatest. 
  

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR FRIDAY EMAIL? 
One of the ways to find out what’s going on in our church is to sign up for our 
Friday eNews at westendumc.org/enews.  
  

WAYS TO GIVE 
·         Give online at westendumc.org/give. Here you can make a one-time 
donation or set up a recurring gift.  
·         Text To Give. Text "Give" to 615-697-4010, and the prompts will help 
you set up from there. Once registered, you can use this option easily 
going forward. 

http://westendumc.org/estimatenow
http://westendumc.org/thelatest
http://westendumc.org/enews
http://westendumc.org/give

