
Order of Worship
October 5, 2025 at Eight Forty-Five

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost



GATHERING

	 Voluntary: The Peace May Be Exchanged from Rubrics............................... Dan Locklair

	 Welcome................................................................................................Carol Cavin-Dillon
	 Please take a moment to let us know you are here today by either filling out the attendance form in the 
. pew or by visiting westendumc.org/attendance. If you are a first-time guest with us today, please 
. share a way to connect so that we can share more information about West End UMC with you!

	 Introit: Here, O My Lord, I See Thee..............................................Benedictine Plainsong

†	Processional Hymn No. 660: God Is Here....................................................Abbot’s Leigh

†	Call to Worship....................................................................................Stacey Harwell-Dye
	 Leader: 	 We take this time of prayer and praise to open our hearts and minds
	 People: 	 that we may return our thoughts and deeds to the service of the 
		  Divine.
	 Leader: 	 God is here! Our hearts cry out to the giver of all good things!
	 People: 	 We remember God’s grace that goes before and moves us all to 
		  sing.

† Call to Confession

† Prayer of Confession
	 Merciful God, 
		  we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
	 We have failed to be an obedient church.
	 We have not done your will, we have broken your law, 
		  we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, 
		  and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
	 Forgive us, we pray.
	 Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
† Silent Confession

† Words of Assurance
	 Liturgist:	 Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet .sinners; that 
		  proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
	 People:	 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
	 All:	 Glory to God. Amen.

† Passing the Peace
	 Liturgist:	 As a forgiven and reconciled people, let us exchange signs of reconciliation 
		  and love. The peace of Christ be with you. 
	 People: 	 And also with you.

† An Act of Praise
	 Antiphon  

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

	 Prayer for Illumination ................................................................................Mary Mitchell
	 Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit that, 
		  as the Scriptures are read and the Word proclaimed, 
		  we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

	 A Lesson from the Gospel............................................................................. Luke 17: 11-19

	 Response to the Lesson
	 Liturgist:	 The Word of God for the people of God.
	 People:	 Thanks be to God.

	 Children’s Moment
. Children’s church is located in Scales Chapel, which is down the hall from the sanctuary. 

If it’s your first time, a grown-up should please follow us after the children’s moment to drop off. 
Pick up will at the same location immediately following the service.

	 Communion Meditation: Jesus Beyond the Border.............................Carol Cavin-Dillon

† Affirmation of Faith: Nicene Creed............................................................... Aimee Baxter
	 We believe in one God,
		  the Father, the Almighty,
		  maker of heaven and earth,
		  of all that is, seen and unseen.
	 	 	 cont. next page...



† Affirmation of Faith: Nicene Creed, cont.
	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
		  the only Son of God,
		  eternally begotten of the Father,
		  God from God, Light from Light,
		  true God from true God,
		  begotten, not made,
		  of one Being with the Father;
		  through him all things were made.
	 For us and for our salvation
		  he came down from heaven,
		  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
		  and became truly human.
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 	 he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again
		  in accordance with the Scriptures;
		  he ascended into heaven
		  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory
		  to judge the living and the dead,
		  and his kingdom will have no end.

	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
		  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
		  who with the Father and the Son
	 is worshiped and glorified,
		  who has spoken through the prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism
		  for the forgiveness of sins.
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

	 Joys and Concerns of the Church

	 Salutation
	 Liturgist:	 The Lord be with you.
	 People: 	 And also with you.
	 Liturgist:	 Let us pray.

	 Prayers of the People

	 Offertory: The House of Faith Has Many Rooms.......................................... Craig Phillips
The house of faith has many rooms 

where we have never been
there is more space within God’s scope 

than we have ever seen.
 

We dare not limit God’s domain 
to what our creeds declare,

or shrink from probing things unknown 
lest God should not be there.

 
The way to God is not escape, 

though truth does make us free:
the life of chosen servanthood 

is perfect liberty.
 

Yet still we seek at journey’s end 
the last and sweetest grace,

the gift of room to turn around 
and know God face to face.

(Carl P. Daw, Jr.)

† Doxology................................................................................................................... No. 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

† Thanksgiving
	 Celebrant:	 The Lord be with you.
	 People: 	 And also with you.
	 Celebrant: 	 Lift up your hearts.
	 People: 	 We lift them up to the Lord.
	 Celebrant:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
	 People: 	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

† Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving



† Sanctus and Benedictus

	 Prayer of Remembrance

	 Prayer of Consecration

	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
		  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

	 The Breaking of Bread and Taking of the Cup
The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the following hymns:

618, 678, and 557.

†	Prayer after Receiving
	 Celebrant: 	 You have given yourself to us, Lord.
	 People: 	 Now we give ourselves for others
	 Celebrant: 	 Your love has made us a new people;
	 People: 	 as a people of love we will serve you with joy.
	 Celebrant: 	 Your glory has filled our hearts;
	 People: 	 help us to glorify you in all things. Amen.

SENDING FORTH

† Recessional Hymn: Canticle of the Turning...................................... Star of County Down
 See Next Page

† Benediction

† Benediction Response: Draw the Circle Wide..................................................Mark Miller

	 Voluntary: Final from Symphony No. 2......................................................... C. M. Widor
The postlude is the final Alleluia of our worship.

All are invited to remain for a time of joyful prayer.

† 	 The congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit.

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the generous donors to the Flower 
Fund. Many thanks to those who have contributed to the Flower Fund. Donations 
designated for this fund are used on Sundays when there are no individual donors. 



Today’s Call to Worship was written by Rev. Shannon Baxter.

Today, our communion table is decorated for World Communion Sunday. It features 
6 different types of fabric with patterns and colors that evoke different parts of the 
world, including a navy blue fabric with a gold paisley design which has origins in 
Ancient Persia and India, a red/green tartan plaid which has origins in Scotland, a 

red-and-white gingham fabric, a yellow, green, red, orange, and black Kente cloth that 
has origins in West Africa, a pink-and-white fabric with large, round, embroidered 
flowers that resemble traditional Mexican patterns, and a purple-and-old fabric 

with small images of Chinese-styled clouds and flowers. In addition to the fabrics, we 
also have woven baskets filled with bread from around the world like tortillas, naan, 
French and Italian breads, pretzel buns, and more. Finally, there are two vases of 

dried wheat stalks on either end of the table, with the wheat reminding us of where the 
bread we eat comes from.

Music Participants
Sanctuary Choir

Andrew Risinger: Director / Organist
Matthew Phelps: Assisting at Organ

Today’s Music
	 The music for today’s service reflects the many cultures of our world Christian 
community. “God is Here” is an English tune. Our communion hymns represent African 
American, Chinese, and Dutch cultures, respectively. “Canticle of the Turning” is in the 
style of an Irish folk song. Charles Marie Widor, a French composer, wrote the final 
voluntary.

The service music printed in the order of worship is by Sally Ahner ©1983. 
Used with permission.

Bulletin Cover Art 
	 “World Communion Sunday” is a painting by Stushie, a Scottish pastor and artist 
now living in East Tennessee and creating art pieces for the lectionary readings through 
the years. Offset by a mosaic border of white, black, brown, and red, this painting 
depicts the bread and cup placed on a green table with some purple grapes. In the 
background, we find an image of the earth from a distance and surrounded by a purple 
sky with stars. An image of the Holy Spirit, shaped like a dove in flight, can also be seen 
in the upper left corner descending toward the earth.



PRAYER REQUESTS AND CONCERNS
	 w Prayer Requests: Steve Hyman as he cares for his friend Virginia Sory Brown; 
Flood victims in Texas; Barbara Cragg; Nancy Jones; Kathy Osten; our neighbors in 
South Nashville, immigrants and refugees, and those whose family members have 
been detained by immigration officials; individuals in the hospital having procedures, 
recovering from illness, those in treatment, and the families that are caring for them; 
peace in Palestine/Israel, Iran, Haiti, Sudan, Syria, and Ukraine.
	 If you have an emergency and need to contact one of the pastors after hours, please 
call 615.321.8500, Ext. 8853. The Pastor-on-Call for October 6-12 will be Rev. Carol 
Cavin-Dillon. To submit a prayer request, visit westendumc.org/prayerrequest.

OCT COMMUNION OFFERING BENEFITS COLLEGE MINISTRY
	 We are approaching October’s Communion offering for campus ministries a little 
differently this year. Traditionally, the offering is divided four ways between four 
campus ministries in our area. However, in light of West End’s incredible generosity of 
providing $50,000 in support for Vanderbilt Wesley this year, we have chosen to focus 
this month’s offering on the Wesley Foundations at Fisk University and Tennessee State 
University. All funds raised during October will be shared between these two campus 
ministries, both of which serve students at institutions that have been historically and 
systematically underfunded.
	 Vanderbilt Wesley is deeply grateful for West End’s extraordinary gift this year. The 
ministry continues to depend on the ongoing support of friends and congregations to 
sustain its work with students. While October’s offering is directed to Fisk and TSU, we 
invite you to continue keeping Vanderbilt Wesley in your giving and in your prayers. 
If you would still like to make an individual donation or become a monthly donor to 
Vandy Wesley, you can go to vandywesley.org/give to find out ways to give in order for 
them to reach their yearly goals. Your involvement in fundraising events such as Giving 
Tuesday, Parking Lot Game Days for Vandy Men’s Basketball, and Trivia Night are 
encouraged and much appreciated.

CHAT & CHEW LUNCH // TODAY  
	 All local Nashville undergrad and grad students are invited to attend lunch at a local 
restaurant each Sunday after the 11 a.m. service throughout the semester (with student 
ID). Contact Rev. Aimee Baxter at abaxter@westendumc.org to find out more.

JOIN THE MULTI-MEDIA TEAM
	 Our Multi-Media Team has a new leader, Stephen Lackey, and we are looking for a 
few new faces to join our crew! Whether you are an experienced sound technician or a 
novice button pusher, we have a space for you! Training is provided. Email Stephen at 
slackey@westendumc.org to find out how you can get involved!

INNOVATIVE PREACHING EXCHANGE | THE SISTERS CIRCUIT
	 The Sisters Circuit is an innovative and inspiring preaching exchange where four female 
senior pastors—the first to be appointed to their congregations—will take turns speaking in one 
another’s home churches. This unique partnership aims to: 
	 w Empower female voices. The circuit elevates the voices and leadership of women in 
ministry, showcasing their theological depth and pastoral skills to new audiences.
	 w Strengthen inter-church bonds. It builds fellowship and solidarity among different 
congregations, demonstrating Christian unity across United Methodist churches and challenging 
us to make a collective kingdom impact.
	 w Bring fresh perspectives. The guest pastors offer new insights and perspectives, providing a 
revitalizing experience for each congregation.

Rev. Toi King // at West End October 12
Rev. Toi King is blessed to serve as the Senior Pastor of Clark Memorial UMC. 
She has served as an Local Licensed Pastor, Provisional Elder, and Ordained 
Elder in several churches in the TWK Conference. Rev. King’s preaching 
schedule will be October 12 at West End, November 9 at Gordon Memorial 
and December 14 at Belle Meade. 

Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon
Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon is in her ninth year as the Senior Pastor at West 

End UMC. She has served as an ordained pastor in churches in the Nashville 
area since 1996. Pastor Carol’s preaching schedule will be October 12 at 

Gordon Memorial, November 9 at Belle Meade and December 14 at Clark 
Memorial. 

Rev. Dr. Paula Smith // at West End Dec 14
Rev. Dr. Paula Smith is the Senior Pastor of Gordon Memorial UMC. She 
received an MDIV from Candler School of Theology and a DMIN from Wesley 
Theological Seminary. Before her full-time ministry, Paula was a licensed 
physical therapist, holding a Master of Medical Science in Physical Therapy 
with a concentration in Orthopedics. Rev. Smith’s preaching schedule will be 
October 12 at Belle Meade, November 9 at Clark Memorial and December 14 
at West End. 

Rev. Sam McGlothlin // at West End Nov 9
Rev. Sam McGlothlin has been blessed to serve at Belle Meade UMC for nine 

years. She was appointed as Associate Pastor in 2016 and as Senior Pastor 
in 2020. Rev. McGlothin’s Preaching Schedule will be October 12 at Clark 

Memorial, November 9 at West End and December 14 at Gordon Memorial. 



GOD LOVES EVERYONE UNCONDITIONALLY: 
BECOMING OUR BEDROCK BELIEF
McWhirter Hall // Sundays in October // 9:50 a.m.
	 In partnership with Vanderbilt Wesley Foundation, we invite 
you to join us for a four-week class exploring the scriptural and theological foundations 
of our bedrock belief: God Loves Everyone Unconditionally. 
	 In recognition of LGBTQIA+ History Month, this class will equip us to read and 
process challenging Scripture through the lens of our Wesleyan theology, engage in 
honest conversations regarding historical and contemporary spiritual trauma that 
deconstructs stereotypes and offers hope for healing, and explore the stories of queer 
saints who have revealed to us the deepest truth of God’s unconditional love. 
	 This class is open to everyone and will begin meeting on October 5 at 9:50 a.m. 
in McWhirter Hall.

DON’T MISS HABITAT 2025
	 There are still four opportunities to be a part of our Habitat 
Build this Fall! Our remaining build dates are 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, 
and 11/15. Potential homeowners are employed Nashvillians who 
work hard on personal budgets, go through home ownership 
classes, and put in sweat equity. The result is a more affordable 
house for them. Our church’s financial offering, as well as our 
time and meal contributions, help make this possible. Sign up 
today at westendumc.org/habitat.

OUR CLOTHING CLOSET NEEDS YOUR HELP
	 West End has had a clothing closet with men’s items for many years to offer needed 
items to our guests from Room In The Inn. With the opening of The Quiet Place items 
are being given out as fast as our volunteers can restock them. Also with the addition of 
The Quiet Place, we now need women’s clothing as well. 
	 Please consider purchasing or donating some of the following items for the closet 
(either new, from Amazon, or gently used from a thrift store) or bringing in gently-used 
items on this list from home. Please note that we do not need dressy, formal clothes at 
this time; clothes that someone can feel comfortable walking around outside and sleep-
ing in are preferred.

Our biggest needs right now: 
	 bras	 ladies pants	 men’s jeans	 shaving cream	
soap & shampoo	 lotion	 nail clippers	 lip balm	
		  gloves	 socks

 
Find all these items and more on our Amazon wishlist at westendumc.org/ritiwishlist

	 Throughout October and November, we will journey with the prophet Jeremiah as 
he invites God’s people to return to the ways of communal justice, authentic worship, 
and shared joy. Alongside our reading of the Biblical narrative, we invite you to read 
the newly released book by Richard Rohr, The Tears of Things. In The Tears of Things, 
Rohr explores the transformation of the prophet and prophetess through anger, 
grounded conviction, and steadfast love. 
	 On October 29, we will host two opportunities to engage with our congregational 
reading of The Tears of Things. At 12 p.m., Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon will host a 
conversation on Zoom. At 6:15 pm, Jessica Hyne (LPC-MHSP), a Nashville 
pyschotherapist who has trained with Rohr at the Center of Contemplation and Action, 
will guide us through a conversational learning session using tools and somatic practices 
to embrace the transformational prophetic journey. Sign up for one of these sessions at 
westendumc.org/tearsofthings.
	 To discover a small group or Sunday School class that’s reading The Tears of Things 
in community, reach out to the Rev. Will McLeane at wmcleane@westendumc.org.

WESLEYAN PILGRIMAGE TO ENGLAND
	 If you have ever wanted to explore the roots of Methodism in the places that John 
and Charles Wesley lived and ministered, we are seeking information from interested 
individuals to judge the viability of a trip for West End UMC. The possible trip would 
take place next summer, July 6-16, 2026, and will visit places like London, Epworth, 
Bristol, Salisbury, and Oxford. Approximate cost will be $2700, not including airfare. 
If you would like to register your interest in this experience, fill out the form at 
westendumc.org/pilgrimage by October 12. For more information, please contact 
Shannon or Aimee Baxter.

BREWED THEOLOGY // OCTOBER 7
     All Young Adults are invited to Brewed Theology 
on Tuesday, October 7 for trivia night at Neighbors 
in Germantown at 6:30 p.m. For more information, 
contact Aimee Baxter at abaxter@westendumc.org.



	 Interested in making West End UMC your faith home, want to learn more about 
how we live out our faith as United Methodists, or want to connect with others who are 
new to the congregation? This is the class for you! Our one-day membership class will 
meet on Sunday, October 12 beginning at 9:45 a.m., directly following the early worship 
service, and will end around 11:30 a.m. Registration is not required, but we would love 
to know about how many to expect. RSVP at westendumc.org/membership. If you have 
questions about the class or would like to be put on a list to know about future classes, 
contact Rev. Shannon Baxter at sbaxter@westendumc.org.

	 This class is great for those looking to 
find new connections at West End UMC. We 
will discuss Spiritual Formation opportunities 
at the church, ways to get involved in the 
Mercy and Justice Ministries, and other 
community building activities that we have 
scheduled. The class is not limited to those 
new to West End! If you have been here a 
while but would like to learn more about ways 
to get involved, this is a great opportunity for 
you. For more information or to register, visit 
westendumc.org/whatsnext.

ANNUAL TOWN HALL // OCTOBER 26
	 Join us for this year’s annual Town Hall meeting on Sunday, October 26 at 9:45 a.m. 
in the 4th Story Theater or online. Presenters from various ministry teams will share 
updates, and we’ll celebrate the many ways God has been at work in and through West 
End in 2025. We’ll share financial updates and budget plans for 2025; reports from 
worship, Sunday School, small groups, and ministry teams. Time to celebrate 2025 and 
look ahead to 2026!

BLESSING OF THE PETS // NOVEMBER 2
	 Our Blessing of the Pets will be November 2 from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. at Shelter #10 at 
Edwin Warner Park. Mark your calendar and watch for more info soon!

WEUMC MINISTRY FAIR // NOVEMBER 16
	 Visit our Gym on Sunday, November 16 to see the multitude of ministry 
opportunities to participate in the ministries of West End! The WEUMC Ministry Fair is 
open to all members and visitors who are exploring ways to engage with our church and 
community in alignment with their passions and gifts.  

CHARGE CONFERENCE // TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
	 We will hold our annual Charge Conference on Tuesday, December 16, at 5:30 p.m. 
in McWhirter Hall. This meeting, hosted by our District Superintendent, is the time 
when we finalize our roster of leaders for 2026, approve clergy salaries, finalize the 2026 
budget, and celebrate the ministries of 2025. Everyone is invited!



Welcome to West End United Methodist Church! 
We seek to be the loving light of Christ in Nashville and beyond.  

	 We gather as the people of God with a wide range of religious backgrounds, 
education levels, political, and theological perspectives, and we value that diversity. 
We welcome and celebrate the gifts God has given to all without regard to gender 
identity, race, sexual orientation, economic or family status, ethnicity, or mental or 
physical ability. 
	 Scan this QR Code or visit westendumc.org/links to register your 
attendance with us, find out more about our Sunday Morning Classes, 
sign up for our weekly email, and learn more about the different ways 
to give at West End.

We believe that God loves everyone unconditionally!

West End Staff
	 Members of West End UMC.................................................................................................. Ministers

Rev. Dr. Carol Cavin-Dillon......................................Senior Pastor 
Rev. Will McLeane...........................................Spiritual Formation
Rev. Aimee Baxter.......................................................Young Adults
Rev. Shannon Baxter...................... Hospitality and Operations
Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye................................  Mercy and Justice 
Rev. Maggie Jarrell....................................  Children and Families
Emily C. Robbins...................................................Minister of Youth 
Dr. Matthew Phelps.............................................Minister of Music
Andrew Risinger................................Associate Minister of Music
Katelyn Glass.................................................Music Ministry Intern
Rea Green................................................................... Pastoral Intern
Seulbin Lee................................................................ Pastoral Intern
Melody Suite................................................. Youth Ministry Intern
Cindy Siemer.............................. Senior Administrative Assistant
Andrew Callis.......................................... Administrative Assistant 
Whitney Jones........................................ Administrative Assistant

Shannon Meffert............................... Human Resources Director
Lazaro Kapella.........................................Church Financial Officer
Shelley Kuhlmeyer.............................Communications Director
Stephen Lackey..................................... Multimedia Coordinator
James English............................Building and Property Manager
Ronnie Franklin...................................... Building Superintendent 
Andy Ulm....................................Safety and Security Coordinator
Richard Thomas................................................................ Custodian 
Tosha Jackson.................................................................Receptionist 
Kathryn Ware..................................................................Receptionist 

West End Preschool
Corye Nelson....................................................... Executive Director
Christina Shoptaw....................................... Operations Manager
Karina Gurgenidze....................................Childcare Coordinator

If you need to contact our security coordinator, Andy Ulm, to report any activity, 
please use the following phone number: 615-617-9010. 

2200 West End Avenue w Nashville, Tennessee 37203 w 615.321.8500 w westendumc.org


