July 12, 2026
Script for Instructional Communion
Seventh Sunday of Pentecost

Shannon...
The words we say in preparation for communion are often called “The Great
Thanksgiving,” to remind ourselves of what God did for us in Jesus. It
begins with a call and response called the “Sursum Corda” from the Latin
words for “Lift up your hearts.” It is an ancient part of the liturgy since the
very early centuries of the Church and a remnant of an early Jewish call to

worship. These words remind us that when we observe communion, we are
to be thankful and joyful.

ThanKsSGivING .cccceciiiiieiccecencentrcecceccscestscoscsccscossscoscsscscossossases Aimee
Liturgist: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Liturgist: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Liturgist: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Shannon...
The next section is spoken by the clergy and is called “The Proper Preface.”
It has optional words that connect to the particular day or season of the
church year. We will notice that by the time this communion liturgy is over,
it will have covered all three parts of the Trinity. This first section focuses on
God the Father:

Aimee...
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Loving God, creator of heaven and earth.



Shannon...
The congregation then recites “The Sanctus,” from the Latin word for
“Holy.” It comes from two Scripture texts: 1) Isaiah’s vision of heaven in
Isaiah 6:3: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his
glory,” and 2) Matthew 21:9, in which Jesus enters Jerusalem and the
people shout, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” These words remind us that through
communion, we enter a holy experience with Jesus.

Aimee...

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Shannon...

Please be seated.

This next section focuses on the second person of the Trinity, Jesus Christ.
The minister recites a reminder of all that God has done for us in Jesus.
Optional words may be added to connect to the theme or the season, but
always contain this idea: Through Jesus, God created the church, freed us
from our sins, and created a new relationship with us.



Carol...
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

Shannon...
This next very important section recalls the Last Supper in the upper room,
using words that Jesus spoke in the gospels and from Paul. It is called the
“Words of Institution.” As we hear these words of Jesus, one of the clergy
lifts up the communion elements, signifying that in this moment, Jesus is
here again among us, sharing an invitation to join him at the table.

Carol...
On the night in which he gave himself up for us,
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”



Shannon...
It is now the congregation’s turn to respond. Because of what Jesus did for
us, we in turn offer ourselves to Jesus. The congregation makes this offering
by reciting an ancient statement called the Anamnesis, which is Latin for
“recollection,” also called the Memorial Acclamation. When we proclaim the
mystery of faith, we join with Christ in offering ourselves into the grand,
eternal work of God’s love for the world.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Shannon...
Now the liturgy focuses on the third and final person of the Trinity, the Holy
Spirit. We remember that it is the Spirit that enables ordinary bread and
juice to become a means of God’s grace for us. So, this section is called the
Epiclesis, Latin for “calling down from on high,” in which the minister
invokes the power of the Holy Spirit on the communion elements and on
each of us.

Carol and Aimee...
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood.



Shannon...
Because an important function of communion is reconciliation between us
and God and with one another, the following words call upon the Spirit to
unite us together. It then reminds us of future hope, which comes to us in
Christ.

Aimee...
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory
and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Shannon...
Finally, the liturgy concludes with a statement of praise called the Doxology,
which summarizes the work of the Trinity and gives praise to God, followed
by the congregation saying “Amen” in agreement.

Carol...
Through your Son Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God,
now and forever. Amen.

Shannon...
The Lord’s Prayer has been recited by the Church in worship since the
earliest followers of Jesus. The prayer was taught by Jesus to his disciples
when they asked how they should pray.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Shannon...
The term Agnus Dei (“Lamb of God”) refers to Jesus as a sacrificial figure,
tracing back to John the Baptist’s procin the 7th century; the chant is sung
during the breaking of the bread to ask for mercy and peace. With the
publication of The United Methodist Hymnal in 1989, the Communion
Liturgy reintroduced the Agnus Dei as an sung response during the breaking
of the bread. Please join us in singing this ancient chant...

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

Shannon...
The minister then raises and breaks the bread with appropriate words to
remind us of the sacrifice of Christ’s body and blood on the cross.



Carol...
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body;
for we all partake of the one loaf.
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

In our Methodist tradition, this is an open table.
Everyone is invited to share in the foretaste of Christ’s heavenly banquet.
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Communion Offering

Part of our tradition at West End is to collect an additional offering at
communion for a local organization. This month, we are collecting for
Habitat for Humanity. Habitat builds and sells homes to hardworking
people in our communities and all across the United States. Our fundraising
and volunteer efforts dramatically reduces the costs of these homes for the

homeowners.



Shannon...

Please rise in body or in spirit.

After all have received, the following prayer is recited by the minister or by

all people. It asks that God give us strength to do God’s work in the world.

T Prayer after ReCEIVING ..ccccccirerceieirercrcececescscssececescssssecesescsses Aimee
Celebrant: You have given yourself to us, Lord.
People: Now we give ourselves for others.
Celebrant: Your love has made us a new people;
People: as a people of love we will serve you with joy.
Celebrant: Your glory has filled our hearts;

People:

help us to glorify you in all things. Amen.



