
Order of Worship
July 19, 2026 at Ten O’Clock

Eighth Sunday of Pentecost



GATHERING

	 Voluntary: Fugue in 3 Voices..................................................................... Charles Zeuner
	 Opening Voluntary...............................................................James Cox Beckel

	 Welcome..............................................................................................Stacey Harwell-Dye
	 Please take a moment to let us know you are here today by either filling out the attendance form in the 
. pew or by visiting westendumc.org/attendance. If you are a first-time guest with us today, please 
. share a way to connect so that we can share more information about West End UMC with you!

	 Introit: I Will Rise............................................................................................Alice Parker

†	Processional Hymn No. 185: When Morning Gilds the Skies................... Laudes Domini

†	Call to Worship............................................................................................Emily Robbins
	 Liturgist:	 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
		  rude. 
	 People:	 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
		  all things.
	 Liturgist:	 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these 
		  is love.
	 People:	 We worship God this day with the love of Christ in our hearts!

† Call to Confession

† Prayer of Confession
	 Loving God,
		  we confess that it is easier to reduce ourselves to apathy 
		  than to live in the transformative power of your loving-kindness.
	 We trust ourselves more than we trust you.
	 We allow our hearts to be molded by the world around us. 
	 Reshape them in order for us to pour out your love to others.
	 Lead us now into community where we can become more honest, 
		  unashamed, and vulnerable in being exactly who you make us to be; 
		  for we are made in your loving, transformative image.
 
† Silent Confession

† Words of Assurance
	 Liturgist:	 Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet .sinners; that 
		  proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
	 People:	 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
	 All:	 Glory to God. Amen.

† Passing the Peace
	 Liturgist:	 As a forgiven and reconciled people, let us exchange signs of reconciliation 
		  and love. The peace of Christ be with you. 
	 People: 	 And also with you.

†  Gloria Patri................................................................................................................No. 71
Glory be to the Father

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Amen.

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

	 Prayer for Illumination ..................................................................................Davis Turner
	 Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit that, 
	 as the Scriptures are read and the Word proclaimed, we may .hear with 
	 joy what you say to us today. Amen.

	 A Lesson from the Pauline Epistles...........................................................1 Corinthians 13

	 Response to the Lesson
	 Liturgist:	 The Word of God for the people of God.
	 People:	 Thanks be to God.

	 Children’s Moment
. Children’s church is located in Scales Chapel, which is down the hall from the sanctuary. 

If it’s your first time, a grown-up should please follow us after the children’s moment to drop off. 
Pick up will at the same location immediately following the service.

	 Communion Meditation: One in Ministry..........................................Stacey Harwell-Dye



† Affirmation of Faith, No. 883....................................................................... Will McLeane
	 We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
	 We believe in God: 
		  who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, 
		  the Word made Flesh, to reconcile and make new, 
		  who works in us and others by the Spirit.
	 We trust in God.
	 We are called to be the church: 
		  to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,
		  to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
	 	 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
	 In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
	 We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.

	 Joys and Concerns of the Church

	 Salutation
	 Liturgist:	 The Lord be with you.
	 People: 	 And also with you.
	 Liturgist:	 Let us pray.

	 Prayers of the People

	 The Lord’s Prayer
	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
		  as we forgive those who trespass against us.
	 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

	 Offertory: God Be In My Head.....................................................................Andrew Carter
	 God be in my head and in my understanding,
	 God be in mine eyes and in my looking,
	 God be in my mouth and in my speaking,
	 God be in my heart and in my thinking, and
	 God be at mine end and at my departing.  
	 	 Old English Prayer (Book of Hours, Sarum, 1514)

†	Doxology................................................................................................................... No. 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 Love Feast
	 The Love Feast is a Christian ritual meal distinct from the Lord’s Supper. In sharing 
	 food, we strengthen our bonds of harmony and goodwill and remember Christ’s love 
	 for us and in us. More commonly practiced in early American Methodism when 
	 long-traveling circuit pastors consecrated communion quarterly, this ritual sharing 
	 of food and drink is suited for times when there is no clergy present to consecrate the 
	 elements, or people are separated across great distances. In this observance, all 
	 present – and/or those connected through social media, electronic streaming, on the 
	 phone or otherwise – become those who together share this remembrance of God’s 
	 agape love poured out for us.

The congregation will join together in singing Hymn No. 699 when announced.

SENDING FORTH

† Recessional Hymn No. 408: The Gift of Love.................................................. Gift of Love

† Benediction

† Benediction Response: God Be with You Till We Meet Again............................ Randolph
God be with you till we meet again, 
loving counsels guide uphold you,
with his sheep securely fold you, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

	 Voluntary: Toccata in G Major................................................William Walond, arr. Biggs
The postlude is the final Alleluia of our worship.

All are invited to remain for a time of joyful prayer.

† 	 The congregation is invited to rise in body or in spirit.



ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Stephanie and Marcus Fulbright, 
in loving memory of Stephanie’s godmother, Peggy Caples.

Today’s Call to Worship comes directly from today’s scripture: 1 Corinthians 13. 
The Prayer of Confession was written by Andrew Callis.

Music Participants
Summer Choir

Andrew Risinger: Director / Organist
Matthew Phelps: Assisting at Organ

Today’s Music
	 “Come, and Let Us Sweetly Join,” was originally titled “The Love-Feast” by Charles 
Wesley. The love feast was adapted from Moravian practice and, like the Moravians, 
Methodists have made a clear distinction between the human feast and Holy 
Communion. Wesley’s hymn was originally published in Hymns and Sacred Poems, 
1740. The hymn was included in our hymnals until it was dropped in 1905. The hymn 
returned to our hymnals in 1966 when it was included as a call to worship. The current 
iteration follows the form of its inclusion in the British Methodist, Hymns and Psalms, 
1983. (Carlton Young)

Bulletin Cover Art
	 Today’s cover art is a photo of our youth and neighbors standing in a circle in 
fellowship at Trinity Community Commons, representing Jesus’ message that we are all 
‘one in ministry’ through the body of Christ. 

Prayer Requests
	 Emily and John Robbins in their continued displacement from their home since 
Winter Storm Fern; Christal Haner; victims of gun violence; our Muslim friends and 
neighbors; the sick, the unhoused, the lonely; those affected by flooding and natural 
disasters; those who choose hate over love; immigrants and refugee; individuals in the 
hospital having procedures, recovering from illness, those in treatment, and the families 
that are caring for them; peace in Venezuela, Palestine/Israel, Iran, Haiti, Sudan, 
Lebanon, Tanzania, Syria, and Ukraine.

	 Our July Communion offering will benefit Habitat for Humanity. Habitat builds and 
sells homes to hardworking people in our communities. Our fundraising and volunteer 
efforts dramatically reduces the costs of these homes for the homeowners. Be sure to 
mark your calendar now for our Fall Build dates: September 12, October 3 and 24.

FINANCIAL UPDATE THRU JUNE 2026
	 Total Contributions Received Year to Date......... $1,294,797
	 2026 Expenses Year to Date................................ $1,669,645
	 Difference...........................................................(-$374,848)
	 *Contributions include tithes, offerings, investment income, and building usage fees

 
	 2026 Total General Fund Budget..........................$3,319,917

RECURRING GIFTS FOR 2026
	 Did you know that you can set up a recurring gift using your bank account or 
credit/debit card? Visit westendumc.org/give to create a new donation and choose 
“recurring” when it asks “How Often.” From there you will be able to determine the 
frequency of your gift. You can manage your recurring gifts through your One Church 
profile by clicking on the Giving tab and then on Schedules. 

SOCKS AND WATERBOTTLES NEEDED FOR QUIET PLACE 
	 With the summer heat, hydration is more important than ever. We’d love to collect 
your spare reusable water bottles and hand them out with water to our Quiet Place 
guests to refill. Any type is acceptable as long as it is clean! Your donation helps us to 
prevent single use plastic waste at least once. 
	 With the rain, lots of folks have needed to change their socks out more frequently 
to prevent skin deterioration. Please consider donating either used or new moisture 
wicking socks for our guests. To buy on amazon, visit westendumc.org/socks.



TAIZE SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING // TODAY 
	 Join us this evening at 5 p.m. for a contemplative service rooted in the music of the 
Taizé community of France. Our worship service will include a space for healing prayer. 
Experience with contemplative worship or the music of Taizé is not required to engage 
in our liturgy fully. All are welcome!

SIGN UP FOR GREAT DAY OF SERVICE // JULY 25
	 The Great Day of Service (GDOS) is approaching fast on Saturday, July 25! We will 
once again be serving at Connection UMC, which houses our spotlight partnership 
program - Nashville Launch Pad. There are all kinds of tasks you can sign up for—family 
friendly, seated, gardening, and more! Visit westendumc.org/gdos to sign up now! 

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL // JULY 26 and AUG 2
	 w Jesus, The Bread of Life - In connection with our July worship focus on the 
Lord’s Supper and God’s expanding table, we will host an intergenerational Sunday 
School class exploring what it means to discover Jesus as “The Bread of Life.” The class 
will be interactive, conversational, and dedicated to fostering relationships across the 
church community. The class meets from 8:45-9:45 a.m. on July 12, 19, 26, and August 
2 in the 4th Story Theater Lobby. Livestream and Zoom will not be available.

MUSIC CAMP PRESENTATION // JULY 26
	 Next Sunday, please join us in the 4th Story Theater at 11:15 a.m. following worship 
to see our Music Camp kids present Oh, Jonah!. During the coming week the children 
will work on singing, acting, choreography, props, and the retelling of the Biblical story 
about Jonah and the whale. Be prepared for a fresh perspective on this familiar story 
and some fun, snappy tunes!

YOUTH HOLIDAY WORLD TRIP // JULY 27 
	 We will end our summer with a day at Holiday World. All youth are welcome to 
close out the summer with us and say goodbye to Melody! Register at westendumc.org/
holidayworld. Got questions? Reach out to Emily at erobbins@westendumc.org or 
Melody at msuite@westendumc.org.

CALLING ALL SONGWRITERS
	 Do you write songs or have an interest in songwriting? We’re looking to connect 
with fellow songwriters in our church community for a casual time of creativity, 
conversation, and encouragement. This gathering is a chance to share original songs, 
exchange ideas, and get to know one another. All styles and genres are welcome. Our 
hope is to eventually host a songwriter night at the church centered around creativity, 
storytelling, and community. For more information or to express interest, contact John 
Griffin at griffinmusic@comcast.net — Subject Line: West End Songwriters. 

SUMMER MEMBERSHIP CLASS // AUGUST 9
	 Interested in learning more about West End UMC or ready to make this congregation 
your new church home? Then join the next Membership Class on Sunday, August 9 
following the worship service at 11:15 am in Room 319.  
	 Register at westendumc.org/membership. Snacks will be provided. Questions? 
Contact Rev. Shannon Baxter at  sbaxter@westendumc.org.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADER TRAINING // AUGUST 9
	 Adult Sunday School leaders are invited to gather to share best practices, discuss 
year-long worship themes, and review curriculum options. The workshop will meet from 
8:45-9:45 am on August 9th in McWhirter Hall. 

SALTY SENIORS UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 
	 The Salty Seniors are older adults of retirement age who seek to find fellowship 
and service in our church and for our God. We have several plans, but we need some 
volunteers! Below are the dates, the events, and the coordinators whose contact 
information is in One Church (OCS).
	 w July 21-24 - Music Camp - volunteer helpers for the leaders working with the 
children – Anita Schmidt, coordiator.
	 w August 3 or 4 - Serve lunch again at RITI main facility - Daniel Cantrell, 
coordinator (volunteer will indicate to Daniel which date they prefer).
	 w September 13 - Pot Luck Lunch with our college students immediately after 
church, Anita Schmidt, coordinator.
	 w Date TBD - Training for composting assistants at meals in McWhirter Hall - Gay 
Vekovius, coordinator. This team is open to people of all ages. 

VOLUNTEER FOR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY // 26-27 SCHOOL YEAR 
	 We need Sunday school teachers who serve 1-2 Sundays a month throughout the 
school year. We need Children’s Church volunteers who serve 4-6 Sundays throughout 
the year. Contact our Children’s Pastor Maggie Jarrell at mjarrell@westendumc.org for 
more info and to volunteer to sharing the loving light of Christ with West End kids!

REGISTER FOR FALL RETREAT 26
	 We are excited for our annual Church-Wide Fall Retreat! Fall Retreat will be Friday 
evening to Sunday mid-morning, September 25 through 27. All ages are invited to join 
us at Beersheba Springs Assembly, less than two hours away in Beersheba, Tennessee. 
Campfires, hikes, times of worship and prayer, slow meals at the table, and rocking chair 
visits will set our agenda for the weekend as we seek connection across the generations 
of our community. Don’t miss this intergenerational time of study, fellowship, and fun! 
Visit westendumc.org/fallretreat to find out more and register today!



AN ORDER FOR A LOVE FEAST
Developed by Rev. Doug Dyson, adapted by Rev. Stacey Harwell-Dye

	 The Love Feast is a Christian ritual meal distinct from the Lord’s Supper. In sharing food 
we strengthen our bonds of harmony and goodwill and remember Christ’s love for us and 
in us. More commonly practiced in early American Methodism when long-traveling circuit 
pastors consecrated communion quarterly, this ritual sharing of food and drink is suited 
for times when there is no clergy present to consecrate the elements or people are separated 
across great distances. In this observance, all present – and/or those connected through social 
media, electronic streaming, on the phone or otherwise – become those who together share this 
remembrance of God’s agape love poured out for us.

PREPARATION
	 Begin with an invitation to prepare for the feast by getting a snack, pouring a fresh cup of 
coffee or other beverage, gathering at a table, or otherwise getting ready. If you are connected to 
your group online, this is an ideal time for a familiar musical refrain that people can hum or sing 
along with as they prepare. If a person is alone, they may wish to add a photo of loved ones, a 
gift that reminds them of a special relationship, or other reminders to their table preparation.

INTRODUCTORY WORDS
	 If you are with others, I invite you to share with those around your table [or through 
comments on Facebook live…or with those gathered by Zoom…by snapping and sending a 
quick selfie…etc] what food(s) you bring to the table for our love feast. If you are alone today, 
you may wish to call a friend or family member to share this time by phone, or take a moment to 
remind yourself of God’s presence with you through the Holy Spirit.  

REMEMBERING THE STORY
	 When we “break bread” together as a church, we remember how, throughout the Scriptures, 
	 God’s presence is revealed in the sharing of a meal: 
	 w with Abraham as he entertained strangers;
	 w in the providing of manna to the wandering Israelites;
	 w for the widow, whose grain and oil did not run out;
	 w and to Isaiah under the broom tree.

	 In the same way, Jesus also fed people as he gave loving welcome and abundant provision:
	 w at the wedding feast at Cana;
	 w for the feeding of thousands;
	 w in the homes of sinners and tax collectors;
	 w and to his disciples at the Last Supper.

	 After Jesus’ resurrection, two disciples recognized Jesus in their midst through a shared 
meal. As they shared their food with this stranger, their eyes were suddenly opened to the Risen 
Lord sitting in their midst! So today, we gather at our tables to celebrate God-with-us through 
Jesus, our risen and present Savior. The good news for us is this: no matter where we are, we 
know Jesus is present in the sharing of our food. Afraid or anxious as we may be, may Jesus 
speak words of peace and joy to us today.

FAITH 250 // AUGUST 2026 
	 Faith250 is a program that invites faith leaders across the country to form clusters 
of congregations to act as sacred spaces for listening to one another, clarifying our 
shared civic values, and celebrating our hopes for America. This work centers on some 
of America’s sacred texts — among them the Declaration of Independence, Emma 
Lazarus’s The New Colossus, “America the Beautiful,” Frederick Douglass’s address 
What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?, and Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.  
	 This August, faith leaders from across Nashville will convene four evening dinner- 
and-discussion events to share both community space and civic pride as these sacred 
texts are read, discussed, and shared. We will gather every Tuesday during August from 
6-7:30 p.m. at the following locations:  

	 August 4 - West End United Methodist, Text: Declaration of Independence 
	 August 11 - Congregation Micah, Text: What to the Slave is the 4th of July? 
	 August 18 - Brook Hollow Baptist Church, Text: Gettysburg Address  
	 August 25 - The Temple, Text: The New Colossus  

	 Each session will begin with a light meal, followed by a brief presentation and table 
discussion. The goal is to promote unity, welcome new friends, and celebrate our nation. 
There is no cost, but registration is required at westendumc.org/faith250.

WELCOME TO WEST END UNITED METHODIST CHURCH! 
	 We seek to be the loving light of Christ in Nashville and beyond. 	We 
gather as the people of God with a wide range of religious backgrounds, 
education levels, political, and theological perspectives, and we value that 
diversity. We welcome and celebrate the gifts God has given to all without 
regard to gender identity, race, sexual orientation, economic or family 
status, ethnicity, or mental or physical ability. 
	 Scan this QR Code or visit westendumc.org/links to register your attendance with 
us, find out more about our Sunday Morning Classes, sign up for our weekly email, and 
learn more about the different ways to give at West End.

We believe that God loves everyone unconditionally!



2200 West End Avenue w Nashville, Tennessee 37203 w 615.321.8500 w westendumc.org

If you need to contact our security coordinator, Andy Ulm, to report any activity, 
please use the following phone number: 515-333-1717. 

TABLE GRACE
You can use this prayer or another of your choice.

	 Gathering God, be present at our tables. Speak peace to us as we break bread and share in 
your agape love. In the name of Jesus, the one who unlocks hope for us, we pray. Amen.

SHARING AT THE TABLE
	 Let each person take a piece of food, hold it, and share a passage of Scripture or a hope-filled 
word before partaking. Then do the same with whatever cup you are drinking.  Sharing may be 
in person around the table, via comments, in video chat, by sharing selfies, etc. It may also be 
by calling a friend or family member on the phone or writing an encouraging letter or card to 
someone while you eat. After going around once, invite each person to reflect on the question 
“How is it with your body and soul?”

SONG (IF DESIRED) 
	 After time for all to share, invite the gathered group to sing a shared song you all know. It 
may be a classic hymn of faith or another song that shares the abundance of love in sharing or 
community.

CLOSING EXHORTATION
You can use this prayer or another of your choice.

	 Friends, as we share this Love Feast, the Risen Son of God is among us, connecting us to 
one another and unlocking hope for all people. As food nourishes our bodies, may our hearts be 
filled with hope. As drink refreshes us, may our spirits be lifted in peace and joy. 

Thanks be to God!


