
Service of Prayer and Healing
July 19, 2026 
Five o’clock

taizé
prayer that quiets the mind

opens the heart
feeds the soul



GATHERING IN HARMONY

	 Welcome....................................................................................................... Will McLeane

	 Meditative Song
		  It Is Good to Trust

		  In the Lord

		  Laudate Omnes Gentes



CONTEMPLATION AND MEDITATION

	 Short Silence

	 Contemplative Reading
		  1 Corinthians 1:26-31...................................................................................The Message
			   Take a good look, friends, at who you were when you got called into this life. I 
	 	 don’t see many of “the brightest and the best” among you, not many influential, not 
		  many from high-society families. Isn’t it obvious that God deliberately chose men 
		  and women that the culture overlooks and exploits and abuses, chose these 
		  “nobodies” to expose the hollow pretensions of the “somebodies”? That makes it 
		  quite clear that none of you can get by with blowing your own horn before God. 
		  Everything that we have - right thinking and right living, a clean slate and a fresh 
		  start - comes from God by way of Jesus Christ. That’s why we have the saying, “If 
		  you’re going to blow a horn, blow a trumpet for God.”

	 Short Silence

	 Contemplative Reading
		  The chair without distinction.......................................................................... Luci Shaw
		  This, in praise of inanimate objects,
		  of the piece I brought home last year
		  from the church rummage sale.
		  A useful color in basic fabric,
		  a button missing among its worn tufts.
		  Sturdy, not graceful. Dependable,
		  not particularly easy. In a corner of
		  the room, out of the way, people sit on it
		  when the space gets crowded. They chat
	 	 with friends, coffee cups in hand,
		  then rise and move on without
		  noticing. Why should they notice.

		  Blessed are those who simply sit
		  and wait for people who need
	 	 to take the weight off their feet.

	 Sung Response to Reading
		  In God Alone

	 Short Silence

	 Guided Meditation

	 Extended Silence



PRAYERS FOR HEALING

	 Our Common Prayer
		  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
		  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
		  Give us this day our daily bread.
		  And forgive us our trespasses, 
			   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
		  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
		  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

	 Short Silence

	 Invitation for Healing Prayer............................................................................James 5:14	
		  Are any among you sick? 
			   They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, 
			   anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.

	 Songs for Healing
		  By Night

		  Holy Is the Name of God

		  Wait for the Lord



		  O Lord Hear My Prayer

		  Stay with Me

	 Silence
	

BLESSING GOD’S PRESENCE

	 Blessing Prayer

	 Song of Blessing
		  Let Your Servant Now Go in Peace



THE TAIZÉ PILGRIMAGE COMMUNITY 

	 Taizé [teh-ZAY] is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of Burgundy in the eastern 
part of France. Since 1940, it has been the home of an ecumenical community of 
brothers and sisters whose prayer, three times daily, is at the center of their life. Today, 
Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages and backgrounds travel as pilgrims to 
participate in international meetings of prayer, Bible study, and reflection. 
	 The music of the Taizé community is designed as short responses which are sung 
over and over again by the congregation. This repetition of a short phrase or two quiets 
the busy, everyday chatter of the mind so worshipers can access the deeper realms of 
heart and soul. As the congregation repeats this response (ostinato), the cantor and 
instrumentalists overlay this melody with their own, either composed or improvised. 
	 Some of the texts are in Latin. The sound of the Latin vowels is especially clear and 
simple, helping to create the beauty and calm of the music. If you prefer, however, you 
may sing all the chants in English. 
	 Healing is a journey toward spiritual, physical, emotional, and mental wholeness. 
Healing happens in relationship with Self, Others, and God. Healing brings peace. 

THE MUSIC
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COVER ART

	 Today’s cover art is a photograph taken by Kokako. It was chosen to reflect “The chair 
without distinction” from Luci Shaw’s poem, which is part of today’s contemplative 
reading. The final stanza states “Blessed are those who simply sit and wait for people 
who need to take the weight off their feet.”
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Welcome to West End United Methodist Church! 
We seek to be the loving light of Christ in Nashville and beyond.  

	 We gather as the people of God with a wide range of religious backgrounds, 
education levels, political, and theological perspectives, and we value that diversity. 
We welcome and celebrate the gifts God has given to all without regard to gender 
identity, race, sexual orientation, economic or family status, ethnicity, or mental or 
physical ability. 
	 Visit westendumc.org/links to find out more about our Sunday morning classes, 
to sign up for our weekly email, and to learn more about the different ways to give 
at West End.

We believe that God loves everyone unconditionally!

2200 West End Avenue w Nashville, Tennessee 37203 w 615.321.8500 w westendumc.org

If you need to contact our security coordinator, Andy Ulm, to report any activity, 
please use the following phone number: 615-617-9010. 


